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There is unanimous agreement that Nelson Mandela's birth day is on July 18, 1918. He 
belonged to the royal family of the Xhosa- speaking Thembu tribe. They lived in the village of 
Mvezo in the southern part of the country. His father Gadla Mphakanyiswa worked as 
paramount chief. Nosekeni Fanny was the name of his mother and she was the third wife. After 
his father died Mandela who was 9 years was adopted by Dalindyebo who was a high-ranking 
Thembu leader. He groomed the young Mandela to take up leadership role in his tribe 

He was the first in the family to obtain a formal education. Mandela finished his primary 
educations at a local missionary school. There, a tutor named him Nelson as part of a shared 
exercise of giving African students English names. Later he attended the Clarkebury Boarding 
school and Healdtown, which was a Methodist secondary school. He was a great boxer and also 
excelled in academics as this paper provided by dissertation writing service says. 

He started his university education inl939 at the University of Fort Hare. This was the 
only institute that offered western tj^e of education the Africans at the time the following year 
together with other students they were sent home for organizing strikes. Later in 1944, he joined 
his friends in the African National Congress and got involved in confrontation against the ruling 
National Party's apartheid procedures after 1948. He was tried for treason in 1956-1961 and got 
cleared in 1961. 

After the prohibition of the ANC party in 1960, Mandela contended for the formation of a armed 
division inside the ANC. In June of 1961, the ANC executive looked into his suggestion on the 
formation of an armed wing. His requests were granted and also anybody who wanted to be 
involved with Mandela would not be stopped. This led to the establishment of the famous 
Umkhonto we Sizwe also called the spear of the nation. Mandela was apprehended and put to 
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prison for five years in 1962. In 9163 other leaders of the ANC were tried together with Mandela 
for trying to overthrow the government. What he said while on the dock received a lot of 
international acclaim. 

During the years he spent in prison. Nelson Mandela's standing developed gradually. He 
was generally accepted as the most important black leader in South Africa and turn out to be a 
powerful icon of resistance as the anti-apartheid crusade gathered power. He constantly rejected 
many offers meant to water down his political standing to obtain his freedom. 

Finally Nelson Mandela got released on the February 1 1 of 1990. After this release, he 
embarked wholeheartedly on his life's commitment, determined to achieve the freedom that they 
had embarked on about 40years ago. In 1991, he organized the first national conference of the 
ANC. This was the first time since it was burned in 1960; Nelson became its president and 
Tambo the organization national chairperson. 

Nelson Mandela was one of the greatest communicator of the 20* century. From the 
onset Mandela's massage was not just about ending the draconian apartheid rule in South Africa. 
It also had had to with creating a just and free society for all humans. His message was always 
big, bold and brave. When he was on the dock just before he was imprisoned for 30 year, he 
shocked the world when asked to renounce his quest for freedom. 

He so eloquently said "during my life time I have dedicated myself to this struggle of 
the African people. 1 have fought against white domination, and 1 have fought against black 
domination. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all people live 
together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which 1 hope to live for and to 
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achieve. But if need be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die." This message has 
transformed people of all kinds from all over the world. 

When was set free in 1990 and later became the president of South Africa many people 
expected him to revenge because of how they and he in particular had been handled during the 
apartheid. Instead Mandela incorporated even the whites to his Government and therefore 
communicated to the world that all humanity must live united and in harmony. One of the most 
endearing qualities of Mandela was his, broad and kind smile that lit up everywhere he 
communicated. 

It represented acceptance and warm embrace. He also always carried himself with grace, 
stood tall, always looked people in the eyes and spoke with a firm but humble voice. All this 
communicated dignity and respect which are all universal languages. This is not only how he 
treated others but also how he expected to be treated. It is true that words send only a part of the 
message. His tone, facial expression, stance communicated the rest. 

In all his speeches, Mandela used very humble words that could be understood by all. 
This always painted incredible pictures in the minds of those that listened. For example, "I 
learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is not he 
who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear." Or this: "Difficulties break some men 
but make others. No axe is sharp enough to cut the soul of a sinner who keeps on trying, one 
armed with the hope that he will rise even in the end. "From a very long time, he developed a 
clear sense of how he was and that's what he presented to everyone. 
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World leader and ordinary citizens to him were humans who deserved similar treatment 
and respect. He had a unique style and never tried to be what he was not. 

Because of these Mandela managed to influence people from all over the world. He started by 
achieving freedom for the people of South Africa. Secondly when he became the first black 
president he united both races which were a big step in the reconciliation on the nation. He also 
sent a message to the world that humanity must live together in harmony despite their diverse 
differences. 
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